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Market logic and consumer perception analysis behind invisible price increase
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China University of Geosciences(Beijing)

[Abstract] This study examines the phenomenon of covert price increases through multidimensional analysis,
using Yang Guofu Malatang's "Weight Assassin" as a case study. The research reveals that companies often
covertly raise prices by modifying product specifications, quality, or packaging to cope with cost pressures and
competitive challenges. Consumers' perceptions of these tactics vary, with reactions ranging from acceptance to
complaints and adjusted purchasing behaviors. The Yang Guofu case demonstrates that while such strategies may
alleviate short—term cost pressures, they ultimately damage brand reputation and consumer trust. The study
provides theoretical and practical insights for understanding this phenomenon, regulating corporate pricing
practices, and protecting consumer rights.
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