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Exploring the innovative path of new media marketing of trendy toys in the context of
declining consumption
——Taking Labubu as an example
Xiaolu Zhang

Xi’an Peihua University
[Abstract] In recent years, consumer spending has declined, leading to a decrease in consumer shopping
demand. However, the trend of the collectible toy market is on the rise, with Labubu becoming a global
sensation in China by 2025. Through new media marketing strategies, it is evident that the diffusion effect of
social media, the construction of identity, and the maintenance of fan emotional loyalty have contributed to
Labubu's global success. By focusing on Labubu, this study explores the reasons behind the decline in consumer
spending and examines how ‘consumer culture + internet trend culture + social demand ’are used as new media
marketing strategies to fuel the ‘nationwide Labubu craze. "This research aims to provide insights for the global
spread of Chinese China—fashion toys and to help young people understand the truth behind Labubu's
marketing, beyond the ‘lipstick effect.'
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