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From "marathon craze" to economic development: How marathon events are reshaping
Jiangsu's new drivers of development

Di Liu

Yancheng Institute of Technology
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[Abstract] In recent years, marathon events have gradually become a widely participated sporting activity
among the public and have rapidly spread across various parts of the country. Especially in Jiangsu Province, due
to its strong economy and potential cultural influence, this region has emerged as one of the crucial areas for the
development of marathon sports in China. This paper takes marathon sports in Jiangsu Province as the research
object and combines primary data obtained from statistical yearbooks, bulletins, and interviews to systematically
evaluate the numerous impacts of these events on Jiangsu Province. The research results indicate that marathon
events not only directly stimulate the development of related industries such as tourism, accommodation, and
catering, but also have a significant impact on social cohesion and other aspects. However, these events can also
have some negative effects, such as traffic congestion, increased environmental pollution, heightened financial
pressure, and disruptions to residents' lives. Based on the above analysis, this paper proposes feasible suggestions
for the future development of marathon events in Jiangsu Province from micro, meso, and macro perspectives.
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