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Informal environmental regulation and high—quality economic development from a spatial
perspective
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[Abstract] This paper focuses on the impact of informal environmental regulations on high—quality economic
development in the Yangtze River Economic Belt. Using the panel data of 11 provinces in the Yangtze River
Economic Belt from 2011 to 2022, based on the fixed—effect model and the spatial lag model, the empirical
analysis shows that:(1)informal environmental regulations effectively improve the overall economic development
quality of the Yangtze River Economic Belt.(2)In terms of regional heterogeneity, compared with the upper
and middle reaches, informal environmental regulation positively promotes the quality of economic
development in the lower reaches and has the strongest effect.(3)Informal environmental regulations can
produce positive spatial spillover effects on neighboring cities.
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