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Under the RCEP Framework, the Impact of Tariff Concessions on China—-New Zealand
Trade and Carbon Emissions and Policy Recommendations
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[Abstract] This study employs the GTAP—E model to analyze the effects of tariff concessions and the reduction
of non—tarift barriers under the RCEP framework on bilateral trade and carbon emissions between China and
New Zealand. The findings are as follows: (1) Tariff concessions can greatly promote the rapid growth of
foreign trade between the two countries, with the effect of reducing non—tarift barriers being even more
significant; (2) Tarift concessions will lead to an increase in carbon emissions for both China and New
Zealand, but the degree of difference is also quite apparent, with a more noticeable impact on New Zealand's
carbon emissions; (3) Both the production process of consumer goods in the private sector and the
government sector will be significantly affected by tariff concessions, and similarly, the degree of impact on
New Zealand is significantly higher than that on China. Therefore, in response to the regional and industrial
unbalanced characteristics of the impact of RCEP tarift concessions and the reduction of non—tariff barriers
on trade and carbon emissions, the following recommendations are proposed: (1) Actively use technological
and industrial upgrades to achieve carbon emission targets, further strengthen economic and trade cooperation
with other RCEP member countries, and according to the unbalanced characteristics of the impact of tariff
concessions, strengthen international technological cooperation, independent technological innovation, and
the import substitution effect to quickly reduce carbon emissions based on the principle of complementary
advantages; (2) Strengthen in—depth economic and trade cooperation to promote carbon emission reduction,
actively realize the import substitution effect in key production links, and vigorously introduce high—quality

investment to actively drive the low—carbon transformation and development of domestic industries; (3)
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Improve the cost of carbon emissions from the aspects of environmental regulation and total pollution

restrictions, and at the same time, take advantage of the reform opportunities of carbon peak and carbon

neutrality to improve the establishment of the carbon trading market and the design of related systems,

promote the reduction of carbon emissions in domestic products and trade goods, and accelerate the

high—quality development of China's trade.
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