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Amplification or attenuation: An investigation of the influence of media information on
environmental risk perception.
Lili Li Qisong Yan Xingyue Wang
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[Abstract] The perception of environmental risks among residents often deviates from the actual risks. It is
crucial to analyze the causes of these deviations in order to guide residents towards forming a more scientific
perception of environmental risks and ultimately contribute to the establishment of a green society. As the
primary vehicle for communicating the concept of green development, it is essential to examine the mechanism
through which media influences residents' perceptions of environmental risks. Drawing on data from CGSS2021,
this study constructs a moderated intermediary model and finds that both traditional media and online media
have a positive impact on residents' perception of environmental risks, with online media playing a particularly
significant role in promoting such awareness. Environmental values act as a complete mediator, while evaluation
of environmental governance positively moderates this mediating effect. In order to mitigate perceptual biases
and enhance public satisfaction with their environment, it is imperative to strengthen management over the
dissemination of information related to environmental risk, elevate levels of environmental governance and
credibility building, as well as enhance residents' understanding about their environment in support for
ecological civilization construction. This study's innovation lies in surpassing traditional frameworks associated
with risk society amplification by introducing variables like assessment on environmental governance and values
related to environment while offering new perspectives for studying communication regarding green
development and perceptions surrounding environmental risk.
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